more references: 


On Robert Mapplethorpe’s photos: 


2 articles by Kobena Mercer in Mercer, Welcome to the Jungle: Positions to Black 
Cultural Studies. The first one provides a negative critique of Mapplethorpe’s images of 
black men; the second significantly revises the first essay, to the point of completely 
changing the interpretation and evaluation. 

Jane Gaines, “Competing Glances: Who is Reading Robert Mattlethorpe’s Black Bookl 
New Formations, no. 16, Spring 1992, 24-39. An extended rethinking of how a white 
feminist can interpret/use a white gay man’s photos of black men as objects of desire. 


On Foucault and social constructionist positions on sex: 

Jeffrey Weeks, Sexuality and Its Discontents: Meanings, Myths and Modern Sexualities 
(London: Rutledge, 1985) is a classic (and out of print) analysis of the key issues. 

Michael Warner, The Trouble with Normal: Sex Politics, and the Ethics of Queer Life 
(Cambridge MA: Harvard UP, 1999) argues against the attempt to gain a place for 
homosexuals by denying the radical forms of gay sex. A well thought out breif for sexual 
radicalism. 




